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Field Marshal KM Cariappa
Army Day is celebrated on 15 January every year in India, in
recognition of Field Marshal Kodandera M. Cariappa’s taking over as
the first Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Army from General Sir
Francis Butcher, the last British Commander-in-Chief of India, on 15
January 1949.

...presents a lesser-known face of a disciplinarian yet
loving father —The Pioneer

Air Marshal K.C. Cariappa (retd)

...the book, in a coffee-table format, a moving postscript by his
daughter, Nalini, offers the reader little-known perspectives to the
Field Marshal—Hindustan Times

I

...presents a lesser known side of a stern disciplinarian, that of a
loving father who ensured his children grew to be great citizens
despite the absence of a mother—The Indian Express
The book has covered extensively on the illustrious three-decadelong career of Field Marshal Cariappa in the Army and love for
the Jawan and his patriotism—Deccan Herald

n Field Marshal KM Cariappa, Air Marshal KC Cariappa
(retd), the airman-son presents the lesser-known face
of a disciplinarian, yet loving father who wished his son
to follow in his footsteps, before conceding that ‘The Air
Force needs a few good chaps too!’ Fond of reading, sports
and music, he was a great success with children and had
deep admiration for the apostle of nonviolence— Mahatma
Gandhi. During Field Marshal KM Cariappa’s illustrious
career in the Army (1918-1953), he had a series of firsts to
his credit: the first Indian Brigadier; among the first Indians
to enter the Imperial Defence College, UK; the first Indian
Major General in 1947; the first Indian Commander-inChief. After retiring from the Indian Army in 1953, he
served as High Commissioner to Australia and New Zealand
till 1956. In 1986, the Government of India conferred the
rank of Field Marshal to him. With a strong visual narrative
comprising archival matter sourced from private and stateowned archives, the book is a moving tribute by a son who
regrets he was unable to spend more time with his father.

Air Marshal KC Cariappa (retd) was commissioned into the Indian
Air Force in 1957. On 22 September 1965, during the war against
Pakistan, he was shot down while carrying out attacks on enemy
positions and taken Prisoner of War. He remained in captivity till 22
January 1966. He participated in the Bangladesh War of Independence
and awarded the Vayu Sena Medal for gallantry. In January 1995 he was
awarded the Param Vishisht Seva Medal by the President of India for
his distinguished services to the Indian Air Force. He retired in January
1996. He was also President of the Coorg Wildlife Society.
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Few more endorsements...
It is one of those biographies written in a very forthright fashion as biographies ought to be
written...complete with many pictures and without a single detailed bypassed, whether on
the personal front or those involving around his illustrious career in the
Army -spanning over three decades—The Hindu
The book is a treat for people who treasure black and white photographs of an important
era in India’s history—Mid Day
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