Iridescent Skin
The first of its kind multispecies sensory
ethnography—a sensitive, comprehensive
exploration of Great White Sharks and their
interaction with human beings.
Discusses the historical, cultural, cinematic,
psychological and ecological aspects of
human–shark encounters, particularly
in New Zealand.
Features stunning images of white sharks
in their natural environment, as well as art
featuring shark motifs by the author himself.

I rI de s ce nt

‘It is not a traditional shark book. …Raj’s research is crucial
in showing just how little we know about white sharks.’
MARcuS BAyneS-Rock, Anthropologist & Author

A Multispecies Journey
of White sharks and Caged Humans
Raj Shekhar Aich
An immersive multispecies anthropology
Iridescent Skin is the first of its kind multispecies ethnography on
humans and white sharks, entangled through the practice of cage
diving at the very end of New Zealand. It is based on an immersive
field work of marine anthropologist Prof. Raj Sekhar Aich, and his
friend, research assistant, and anthropologist—Soosan Lucas, as
they go in search of the elusive and mystified Great White Sharks
of Foveaux Strait.
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Raj Sekhar Aich, with PhDs in marine anthropology and applied
psychology, has been recently awarded professorship at the Sister
Nivedita University. His research focus is in the field of the holistic
study of cultural- and natural-scapes shaped by physical and symbolic
interactions of humans with the marine environment and life forms.
He has conducted the first-ever white shark cage diving ethnographical
research (New Zealand), and the first academic investigation of the
Sundarban shark attacks (India). Through his work, he looks towards
further contributing to transdisciplinary research, marine social sciences,
and anthrozoology.
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The white shark, a contemporary global symbol of fear, 2016
The white shark, a contemporary global symbol of fear, 2016

images, where the real and the fictional renditions of the real blend together

of paintings. Sharks in blue, orange, and gold; some dematerializing in the

seamlessly, murking up the distinction between reality and simulation of

blankness of handmade paper, while others playing hide and seek with

reality. one such image and global marketable commodity in the last three

oil and phosphorescent pigments on canvas. But how they found me, the

or four decades has been the image of the poster boy of all sharks, the

answer alludes me to this moment.

great white shark (Carcharodon carcharias) or the makō (or mangō) taniwha

I can remember the first book I bought (besides comics) was a book

in Māori, and I had been eternally caught between the real fish, the global

on sharks. I am dyslexic, and suffer from chronic AdHd (although I did

simulacrum of them, and the one in my own imagination and sensations.

not know about this until I was 35); so, the picture of the blue ocean and

There is a giant dusty mirror where I had made a 7-feet etching of a shark

the bluer sharks enticed me, and all I could think of was their vibrant skin.

jaw. As I look into its gape—it is about to swallow me alive while reminding

During this research, I was also able to retrieve one of my first memories of

me all the way how sharks have come back for me again and again as

being in a movie hall, which had a deep impact on me. I watched the movie,

my obsession and my dread. they have even been my muse explored

The Shark Hunter (1979), with my dadu, when I was eight or nine years

through words, monochromatic scars on my skin, and an entire exhibition

old. I remember being glued to the screen when a man was para-sailing

36

37

The cage being attached with bolts to
the back platform, Soosan Lucas, 2016

are only 3.5 thousand [adult] sharks, so there’s not a lot of them. Those
figures are compiled in places like South Africa, Australia, the US, and New
Zealand [he included Mexico later]. we’re pretty sure of the number of sharks

The shark and human meeting
separated by the cage, 2017

in New Zealand; we know that in these waters, each year, there are 120 to
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The Lovers
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the shark is as inquisitive about the humans in the cage as the humans about
the sharks outside, Raj Sekhar Aich, 2017
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The shark is as inquisitive about the humans
in the cage as the humans about
the sharks outside, Raj Sekhar Aich, 2017

The shark and human meeting separated by the cage, 2017

sucking me in. Holy shit! I stopped breathing, didn’t dare to move.
I felt so small and insignificant; he was the ruler of this kingdom,
and we, just tiny visitors. Pure perfection, pure power, pure nature…
his presence and energy, wow! And not a single bit aggressive, the
atmosphere was very calm but overwhelming. Even now, when I
think about it, I shed a tear and have a big smile on my face when
I remember his presence; it was definitely a life-changing moment.
Love Steffi

Steffi had finally met her shark in Australia. She talks about ‘pure nature’,
which is possibly indicative of her perception of the ‘realness’ of the
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The little shark and the ocean
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the little shark and the ocean

In the calm town of Bluff, the soil, the water, and the animals connect
everyone, but much like other documented interviews with old Bluffies
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